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The Colony Board, Medford Lakes Police, and Borough officials continue to be concerned about 
activities associated with what is called Mardi Gras Night, part of our Canoe Carnival Weekend. 
While originally intended as a community tradition of celebration, it has increasingly developed 
into an event that presents significant public safety challenges. 

Over time, we have observed and responded to a range 
of recurring issues, including: 

• Intoxicated persons in and out of watercraft on 
the Aetna Lakes 

• Underage drinking throughout the Borough, on 
and off Colony property 

• Individuals in the lake outside of water craft 

• Watercraft in the water after dark or at dusk without lighting 

• Extensive beach and lake traffic from non-members  

• Violation of certain Borough ordinances (including but not limited to curfew, alcohol 
possession, and noise) 

Collectively, these conditions present elevated risks to public safety, law enforcement operations, 
and the overall welfare of participants and residents. 

As a Colony member, property owner, parent, and/or Medford Lakes resident, you should be aware 
of the risks involved if you take part in, allow, or facilitate dangerous or illegal activity.  

Colony Rules: Colony rules are not suspended for the day 
and night before Canoe Carnival. Our lakes and beaches are 
for Colony members only at all times. Non-members are 
permitted to use Colony facilities only if they are tagged 
guests and accompanied by a member. Alcoholic beverages 
are prohibited on Colony beaches and other Colony property. 

Also, our recreational facilities are closed at 10:00 PM. Your Colony membership subjects you to 
these rules, and you have agreed to abide by them. 

Host Liquor Liability: Host liquor liability refers to the legal responsibility an individual incurs 
when alcohol is served or otherwise consumed on their property and a guest becomes intoxicated, 
causing injury or property damage. This liability arises when the host's negligence or carelessness 
in serving alcohol or inviting it to be consumed on their property contributes to the harm caused 
by the intoxicated guest. If you host such a party, you can be held accountable for actions of that 
guest both on your property and when that guest leaves your property.   

Please read carefully and help make 
Mardi Gras Night a safe and 

enjoyable evening for all. Colony 
rules, New Jersey Law, and Medford 
Lakes Borough Ordinances are not 

suspended for the evening. 

Be aware of the potential for 
legal and criminal liability for 

improper behavior and 
irresponsible conduct 



Criminal Prosecution: In New Jersey, an adult providing alcohol to a minor (under 21) is subject 
to criminal charges, including a fine up to $1,000 and/or up to six months in jail. This is considered 
a disorderly persons offense. Additionally, an adult who knowingly or negligently permits alcohol 
consumption by minors on their property can face such charges.  

Further, minors who possess or consume alcohol in New Jersey are also subject to fines and other 
penalties, including potential suspension of driving privileges. 

Medford Lakes Borough Ordinances and Law Enforcement: Medford Lakes Borough Police 
– as always – will be acting in furtherance of their duty to preserve public safety and maintain 
order. Borough ordinances remain in effect throughout the weekend. Relevant ordinances (click 
each to review) include but are not limited to: noise, underage drinking, public intoxication, 
disorderly conduct, parental responsibility, and parking. Also note that 11:00 PM is curfew for 
minors. 

Please understand that our efforts are intended to promote the health, safety and welfare of all our 
members and guests. We ask for your cooperation and understanding in that endeavor. 

There is no intention here to take your enjoyment of Colony facilities, or the evening’s tradition. 
In fact, there is an opposite purpose. We want to ensure a safe and pleasant experience for all and 
to ensure its future.  

Here are some specifics for the evening. You will note that most of the changes from last year 
focus on controlling access to the event by non-members, individuals not from Medford Lakes. 
And we do understand that the members are now inconvenienced because of it. That is unfortunate, 
but we cannot change or ignore the facts-at-hand. We must address them for the benefit of all. 

1. The Vaughan/Beach 1 Parking lot is closed for 
parking. It will be used for watercraft loading and 
unloading only. Watercraft must be tagged. Police 
will control traffic on Tabernacle Road to allow for 
safe crossing onto the beach at a single point. 

2. Beach 1 will be fenced off with only one entry point 
beginning at 6 PM. Entry at that point requires tags. Your advance purchased season guest 
passes will be honored. If you don’t have sufficient guest tags, you can purchase a special-
event day pass. Passes for the Mardi Gras event will be $10. Non-members must present 
a guest tag or event pass and enter the beach with a member. Day passes are not valid for 
the day.  

3. Beach/Area 2 will also be a secured, tag entry location. However, because of traffic, 
parking concerns, and float activity at that site, we strongly encourage you to use the Beach 
1 access point and not access the lake here. 

4. Medford Lakes Fire Department will have a boat in the water and EMS will be present. 
And you will see increased security on the beaches. 

5. Any updates will be provided via the Medford Lakes Police Department social media 
platforms (which will be shared by the Medford Lakes Colony Club). 

Please cooperate with our volunteer staff and security personnel.  

Guest must enter with a 
member and present either a 

season guest pass or a special 
event pass, which can be 

purchased at the Colony Office. 

https://ecode360.com/8278516
https://ecode360.com/8276481
https://ecode360.com/8278639
https://ecode360.com/29227010
https://ecode360.com/46780162
https://ecode360.com/8278213

